
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH: COURSE OUTCOME/PROGRAMME 

SPECIFIC OUTCOME 

 

 CC1 (SEMESTER I, HISTORY OF ENGLISH LITERATURE AND 

PHILOLOGY- 6 CREDITS) 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

The syllabus for Core Course 1 (CC1) under the Choice Based Credit System 

(CBCS) is structured to provide students with a comprehensive idea about the 

development of English literature and language over the ages. It traces the 

trajectory of the growth of English literature from the period of its inception, 

dating back to the seventh century, to the present era. The course is also 

designed to help students develop an understanding of the structural 

development of the English language and also to inform them about the 

various external linguistic influences that have contributed to the making of 

the language as we now know it to be.  

 

Course Outcomes: 

 

The CC1 module consists of two groups— the first one (Group A) deals with 

the History of English Literature, while the second one (Group B) focuses on 

Philology. 

 The completion of the course is supposed to benefit the students in the       

following ways: 

 The course offers extensive insight into the history of English literature, while 

laying special emphasis on various literary movements, genres and writers 

that are held to be the representatives of their times.  

 It helps the students to evaluate the way socio-cultural and historical 

phenomena influence the literary production of a particular period. 

 By familiarizing students with the socio-cultural ambience and the discursive 

frameworks of various ages, the course helps the students to develop a 

nuanced appreciation of the literary stalwarts of those times.   



 The students are also offered an in-depth understanding on the growth of the 

English language under the influence of various other languages including 

Latin and French, besides being mentored in the structural nitty-gritties of the 

language. 

 

 

 

 CC2 (SEMESTER I, EURPOEAN CLASSICAL LITERATURE- 6 

CREDITS) 

 

Course Objective: 

The syllabus for Core Course 2 (CC 2) of the Choice Based Credit System is 

designed to familiarize students with Greek and Latin texts which are integral for 

developing a consummate understanding of English literature. The course is woven 

around selected texts that help students to appreciate the way these classical 

authors have influenced their English literary successors.  

 

Course Outcome: 

The completion of the course is supposed to benefit the students in the following 

ways: 

1. It offers a comprehensive understanding of social and intellectual climate of 

ancient Greek and Roman society. 

2. It will enable students to trace the way classical generic conventions have 

been taken up and worked upon by English writers at a later date. 

3. The perusal of texts like Homer’s The Illiad and Ovid’s Metamorphosis will 

familiarize students with classical mythology. This will, in turn, help them to 

decipher the classical allusions that are often found to feature in works of 

various English writers. 

 

 

 



 

 

 CC3 (SEMESTER II, INDIAN WRITING IN ENGLISH: 6 CREDITS) 

 

 

Course Objectives:  

The objective of the course is to familiarize the students with the emergence and 

growth of Indian Writing in English in the context of colonial experience. The course 

will discuss issues concerning Indian Writing in English such as the representation 

of culture, identity, history, constructions of nation, (post)national and gender 

politics, cross-cultural transformations. The student will be appreciating Nation-

Nationalism; Counter Discourse; Subalternity; Identity Movements. 

 

Course Outcomes :  

After the completion of this course, the participants would gain insight into 

‘Indianness’ through representative works. Students will be able to-  

1. appreciate the historical trajectory of various genres of Indian Writing in 

English from colonial times to till the present 

2. analyze Indian literary texts written in English in terms of colonialism, post-

colonialism, regionalism, and nationalism 

3. Understand the role of English as a medium for political awakening and the 

use of English in India for creative writing 

4. analyze how the sociological, historical, cultural and political context 

impacted the texts selected for study  

5. analyse the strength and constraints of Indian English as a literary medium. 

6. evaluate critically the contributions of major Indian English poets and 

dramatists  

7. develop a literary sensibility and display an emotional response to the literary 

texts and cultivate a sense of appreciation for them  

8. apply the ideas encapsulated in Indian Aesthetics to literary texts  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 CC4 (SEMESTER II, BRITISH POETRY AND DRAMA (14TH – 

17TH CENTURY): 6 CREDITS 

 

 

Course objectives 

 

The growth of English language and literature over the centuries from a totally 

different state- more in the condition of a dialect in the earliest periods- to what it is 

in the present century should form the background knowledge of every student of 

English literature. The quaint systems and structures of the medieval English 

developed rather quickly during the 16th and 17th centuries. The objective of this 

course is to introduce the music and quaintness of the English sounds and vocabulary 

of the earliest period in English literary history to the students to enable them to have 

a historical perspective of the developments over the centuries. The course also 

introduces the great masters of the early period such as Chaucer, Spencer, 

Shakespeare, Marlowe and Donne. 

 

Course Outcomes :  

After the completion of this course, students will be able to-  

1. comprehend the significance of Elizabethan literature and the writers 

belonged and its impact on literary works produced world over.  

2. evaluate the significance of the socio-political and historical events which 

shaped the perspective of the Elizabethan Age  

3. explain how socio-historical factors have influenced individual texts and how 

individual texts are representative of their age  

4. identify and explain the formal and literary features of each genre and text, 

and how they contribute to the complexity of values and emotions represented 

in the texts  

5. develop a clear understanding of Renaissance Humanism that provides the 

basis for the texts suggested 

6. Analyze the various elements of poetry, such as diction, tone, form, genre, 

imagery, figures of speech, symbolism, theme, etc. 

7. To know several Shakespearean sonnets, understand the sonnet form, analyze 

particular Shakespearean sonnets, and appreciate Shakespeare’s contribution 
to the form. 



8. gain insight into the age of Shakespeare and the uniqueness of Shakespearean 

creative output with regard to both his sonnets and plays 

9. to have a nuanced understanding of the dramatic literature of the Elizabethan 

period, with regard to the classical and romantic strains embedded in the plays  

10. To apply a knowledge of the social, political, and intellectual context of 

Elizabethan England to an understanding of Shakespeare’s and Marlowe's 
works 

11. To understand the great ideas conveyed in Shakespeare’s dramas and 
appreciate the rhetorical and poetic art through which those ideas are 

conveyed. 

 

 

PART II (Second Year) 

        Paper III: DRAMA 

 

COURSE OUTCOME 

1. Providing a thorough understanding of the social and artistic movements that 

have shaped theatre as we know it today. 

 

2. Discussing the history of theatre from the Greeks to the present by analyzing, 

interpreting, and writing about plays, performances and primary texts from 

the major periods of theatre. 

 

 

3. Explaining the basic structure, types of dramas and how they mirror 

contemporary life and society giving special emphasis on terms like tragedy, 

comedy, historical plays and simultaneously tracing their origin. 

 

4. Critically examining the contribution of Shakespeare to determine his 

purpose, historical and cultural perspective, and use of rhetorical and dramatic 

strategies in creating a play.  

 



5. Discussing the philosophical and intellectual viewpoints of the English 

Renaissance that shaped Shakespeare’s writing, and their application today. 
 

6. Understanding important terms like Comedy of Manners and how it satirizes 

the manners and affectations of contemporary society and questions societal 

standards. 

 

7. Explaining major theories of performance from Aristotle to the present, and 

applying that understanding in the analysis of texts and performances. 

 

8. Reading of various literary terms related to drama and understanding their 

importance.  

 

 

Paper IV: NOVEL, ESSAYS AND SHORT STORIES 

 

COURSE OUTCOME 

1. Discussing the Genre of Novel and its types viz. Allegorical, Sentimental, 

Gothic, Historical, Epistolary, Picaresque, and Psychological. 

 

2. Gaining knowledge of the development of English Fiction from 17th 

Century to the 21st century – from man’s physical adventures to social and 
psychological journeys. 

 

3. Learning and interpreting the various elements of fiction- Narrative 

technique, Setting, Point of view, style etc.  

 

4. Examining the literary genre of Novel and Short Story and literary devices 

of allegory, metaphor, satire, stream of consciousness technique etc.  

 

5. Understanding the social, historical and political context of the world of the 

novelists and short story writers through the elaborate and allegorical 

descriptions in the prescribed novels. 

 



6. Discussing philosophical concepts like Empiricism in relation to Francis 

Bacon.  

 

7. Analyzing the aphoristic style in which Bacon wrote his essays and how 

they explore an eclectic mix of philosophical, political, social and social 

questions.  

 

8. Understanding of the terms Imperialism, Colonialism, Post-Colonialism in 

relation to George Orwell’s works, especially his essays.  

 

                                           PART III (THIRD YEAR) 

Paper 5: (Victorian and Modern Poetry) 

 

Course Outcome- 

 

1. Interpreting specific poems as prescribed in the university course structure 

against the backdrop of the socio-political currents and counter-currents of 

the age.  

2. Introducing the students to the seminal Victorian and Modern literary 

practitioners by comparing and contrasting works from their oeuvre. 

3. Understanding T.S.Eliot’s craftsmanship with special reference to his essays 
such as ‘Tradition and the Individual Talent’ to establish parallels with The 

Love Song Of J.Alfred Prufrock. 

4. The language component, in the form of rhetoric and prosody, deals with  

familiarising students with the figures of speech like simile ,metaphor, 

transferred epithets, synechdoche etc. 

5. Acclimatizing students to terms like “inscape” and “instress” while 
analysing Hopkins as a key figure caught in transit between Victorian and 

Modern sensibilities. 

 

 

 

 



Paper 6: (Novel, Essay and Writing) 

 

Course Outcome- 

 

1. The primary objective of this section is to foster critical thinking and literary 

techniques. 

2. Sections like Miscellaneous writing, which engages with book/film review 

and Essays, equip students with the basic tools for enhancing their creative 

faculties. 

3. This paper incorporates a novel like Dickens’s Great Expectations which 
simultaneously facilitates their understanding of the time- honoured 

discourses on inter-relations between individual aspiration and social 

injunctions in the literary sphere. 

4. The paper approaches the issue of testing the linguistic skills of the students 

through substance writing of unseen passages.  

 

 

Paper 7: (Drama and Literary Types) 

 

            Course Outcome- 

 

1. Analyzing and interpreting the genre of drama and its development from 

Aristotle down to the present day in the light of specific dramatic 

principles as stated in his Poetics. 

2. Decoding terms like ‘kitchen-sink drama’ and its implications in 

Osborne’s literary oeuvre, with special reference to ‘Look Back In 

Anger’. 
3. Reconstructing the 4 specific literary types- Novel, Epic, Tragedy and 

Comedy- while discussing the salient traits of each in association with 

definite cultural and political trends that has shaped them. 

4. Examining the different structures and elements subsumed under each 

genre,  



as much as is permissible within the framework provided by the 

university module. 

5. Exploring the ramifications of social and political upheavals in the works 

of Osborne and Shaw. 

 

6. Studying different aspects of drama, its development throughout ages and 

how in the early and mid-20th century it goes through a radical change.  

 

7. Understanding the insights, genres, conventions and experimentations 

associated with Modern English Drama, the knowledge of historical, 

socio-political, and religious trends in the plays. 

 

8. Demonstrating the ability to contextualize the works of modern drama, 

interpret the thematic and stylistic elements of the plays and appreciate the 

literary worth. social relevance and timeless appeal of the plays 

 

9. Drawing from the works of John Osborne, Arnold Wesker, George 

Bernard Shaw and JM Synge, understanding of important terms like 

Kitchen Sink Drama, Angry Young Men, Realist Plays, Shavian Plays, 

Irish Literary Renaissance. 

 

 

10. Explaining various literary terms related to Drama, Novel, Epic and 

identifying unique features of each literary type by comprehending its 

characteristics and conventions. 

 

 

 

Paper 8: (Optional Paper) 

Group A: Indian Writing in English 

                

               Course Outcome- 

 



1. Familiarising students with the trajectory of Indian writing in English. 

2. Analysing contested structures of violence, language and dissent in the 

works of Mahesh Dattani, Amitav Ghosh, Mulk Raj Anand amongst 

others. 

3. Alluding to essays like Meenakshi Mukherjee’s “Maps And Mirrors: Co-

ordinates of Meaning in The Shadow Lines” to contextualise the politics 
of communal violence and the idea of  ‘belonging’ in the Indian context. 

4. Introducing students to the contributions of Kamala Das, Anita Desai as 

key figures in revolutionising the literary arena through their candid 

articulations. 

5.  Exploring the art of narration and story telling in the works of Ruskin 

Bond, Premchand Munshi and Manik Bandyopadhyay. 

 

 

PAPER – VIII (OPTIONAL PAPER) 

GROUP B: American Literature 
 

Course Objectives  
 

The students will be introduced to various concepts like Antebellum and Postbellum 

America; Puritanism; Transcendentalism; The American Romantics and American 

Frontier. It gives the glimpse of American Literature, Culture, Theory and the 

Renaissance. Students will have an awareness of the social, historical, literary and 

cultural elements of the changes in American literature by identifying and describing 

distinct literary characteristics of American literature and analyze literary works of 

eminent American writers. 

 

This course offers introduction to American Dream; Race; Ethnicity; 

Multiculturalism; Realism. 

The students will inculcate a rhetorical approach to the literary study of American 

texts and also 

the conceptions, generalizations, myths and beliefs about American cultural history. 

 

Course Outcomes 
 

On the successful completion of the course, students will be able to- 

 



1. Critically analyze American literary texts in the light of several movements 

in literature.  

2. Understand the changing faces of texts with developments in culture.  

3. Understand the progression of ideas across genres and times.  

4. Get a clear idea of the literary space of America. 

5. demonstrate an awareness of the socio-political and cultural history of 

America  

6. Identify key ideas and characteristic perspectives or attitudes as expressed 

in American literature  

7. demonstrate knowledge of the contributions of major literary periods, 

works and persons in American literature and recognize their continuing 

significance  

8. evaluate the thoughts, beliefs, customs, struggles, and visions of African 

American writers  

9. compare/contrast literary works through an analysis of genre, theme, 

character, and other literary devices  

10. understand the changes brought about by modernism and urbanization in 

the American cultural landscape.  

11. understand the changing notions of class, gender, ethnicity in a 

postcolonial, diasporic and neocolonial world order.  

 

 

 

 

CC1/GE1 (Semester I, Poetry and Short Story) 

 

 Course Outcome- 

1. Introducing students to the seminal practitioners of English Literature and 

laying the foundation for contextualising specific texts against definite 

historical backdrops. 

2. Analysing the art of story-telling and the various structural elements of a 

short story with special reference to James Joyce’s Araby, Conrad’s 
Lagoon. 



3. Understanding the Romantic Movement and its implications in the works 

of second generation Romantic poets-Keats and Shelley while thoroughly 

examining university prescribed texts like Ode To Autumn, To a Skylark. 

4. Investigating the efficacy of specific literary terms like caesura, blank 

verse to understand the significance of metrical patterns and the art of 

versification. 

5. Instituting comparisons with various literary Movements to help 

deconstruct texts with greater clarity, as in the case of Araby.  

 

 

 

CC2/GE2 (Essay, Drama and Novel) 

 

Course Outcomes- 

 

1. Understand the genre of essays in Romantic period and how Charles lamb has 

cultivated this genre in Romantic period and the philosophy of that era through 

a detailed study of Dream Children: A Reverie. 

 

2. Dissecting the genre of essay and that changes in a symbolic overtly political 

postcolonial context in George Orwell’s ‘Shooting an Elephant’. 

 

3. Discussing how the symbolic act of ‘shooting the elephant’ reflects on the ‘the 
real nature of imperialism—the real motives for which despotic governments 

act’, how the essay broadens the focus to tyranny in general and not just 
imperialism. A cross-referential study of Orwell’s Animal Farm and 1984 for 

a better understanding of the prescribed text. 

 

4. Analysing the significance of fate, destiny and coincidence in Thomas 

Hardy’s craft of storytelling. 

 



5. Examining the larger framework and socio-political scenario of Victorian 

England in The Mayor of Casterbridge and Thomas Hardy’s portrayal of the 
main protagonist and his treatment of women in the novel. 

 

 

 

Programme Specific Outcomes: 

 

In general, exposure to literature prompts students to engage in reading, develop an 

understanding of new cultures and tackle advanced passages to enhance their 

intellectual growth. Literature provides students with exposure to new vocabulary 

words, familiarity with rhythms, literary patterns and beats and creative storytelling 

techniques that can aid with personal and academic writing projects. Literature opens 

up the culture of a time period that is long gone, and in a way can give wisdom to 

the modern society about life.  Literature allows us to interpret our own lives and 

emotions and find ways to relate to the story so we in turn can reflect.  It is the study 

of art and aesthetic form that allows people to use their imagination to visualize the 

story within their own mind.  

 

Literature is filled with irony, symbolism , conflicts and cathartic moments that can 

textually provide lessons about the structure of storytelling, writing and the use of 

description within prose, but in a broader manner, teaches one about lives, that a 

reader can live vicariously. We learn about history we didn't experience, customs we 

are not familiar with or that lead to what we do and perform now. Literary works 

prompt students to think critically about society, gender, race, culture and injustices.  

 

 Literature and Culture: There are aspects of any culture, be it ancient, 

medieval, Renaissance, colonial or post-colonial; that can be encapsulated and 

preserved by literature. Literature is not only about studying the timeless 

verses of the poets and authors but understanding socio-historical structure of 

the culture of a time period and how it has been represented. 

 

 Studying the Classics of Literature: Studying Literature does not confine 

the students to the traditions of England and canonical British literature, but it 

includes the possibility of introducing them to the techniques and strategies 



which formulate English Literature, such as the study of Ancient Greek and 

Latin literature and help them to study literature. 

 

 

 Literature and Social Justice: It is important to understand the trajectory of 

English literature, how the narrative style and techniques have evolved over 

the period of time. It is necessary to study the classics but it is also significant 

to read the literature produced at the margins. Literature that has been created 

at the fissures, at the hands of those who were not encouraged to write or 

published. Especially in a subcontinental classroom, where students arrive at 

the intersection of class, caste and religion, it is absolutely mandatory to 

understand the language of dissent, class struggle and non-canonical forms of 

writing. 

 

 

 Literature and Interdisciplinarity: Studying literature makes one aware of 

what we understand to be literature. Is it just the poems, novels, plays and 

short stories or can other forms such as cinema and theatre be considered to 

be literature as well? It forces one to think about various post-modern literary 

mediums and their interpretations. It encourages students to look at the 

cinematic adaptations of any literary work as an independent work of 

literature. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


